RIVERSIDE

City of Arts & Innovation

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Planning Division

HISTORIC DESIGNATION (HD)

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 4

WARD: 3

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD HEARING DATE: September 18, 2013

CASE NUMBER:

PROJECT SUMMARY:
1) Proposal:
2) Location:

3) Applicant:

4) Case Planner:

RECOMMENDATION:

P13-0478

Historic Designation request by the City of Riverside to designate
the former Marcy Branch Library, located at 3711 Central Avenue
situated on the northerly side of Central Avenue approximately
500 feet east of Magnolia Avenue, as a City Landmark.

3711 Central Avenue

Lisa Andresen, City of Riverside
3900 Main Street, Riverside, CA 92522
951-826-5115

Teri Delcamp, Historic Preservation Senior Planner
(951) 826-2117
tdelcamp@riversideca.gov

That the Cultural Heritage Board recommend that the City Council:

1. DETERMINE that P13-0478, City Landmark Designation, is categorically exempt per the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per Section 15308 of the CEQA Guidelines;

and

2. APPROVE Planning Case P13-0478 based on the facts for findings outlined below and
thereby the designation of the former Marcy Branch Library as a City Landmark and add the
CR — Cultural Resources Overlay Zone to the property.

FACTS FOR FINDINGS: (From Sections 20.20.030 and 20.50.101(U) of the Riverside

Municipal Code)

FINDINGS: Criterion 1: Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City's cultural, social,
economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, architectural, or natural history.
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FACTS: The proposed designation complies with this finding because the former Marcy
Branch Library represents the profound need for expanded city services that
occurred after World War 11. Several bond measures were placed on the ballot for
the construction of fire stations, libraries, and schools. A $440 million bond measure
in 1952 facilitated the construction of a new fire station completed in 1957 that
replaced the original Downtown station. Prior to World War 11, the Riverside Public
Library system consisted of two Carnegie libraries: the Downtown Library and the
Arlington Branch. In 1958, a third branch opened in the collection: the Mid-century
Modern Marcy Branch. The original Downtown Library was demolished and
replaced with a New Formalist style building that opened in 1965. Other
development in the Downtown included the 1958 County of Riverside Law
Offices of the Public Defender; the 1965 City of Riverside Police Department
Building; the 1969 Riverside County Law Library; and the 1975 Riverside City
Hall. Virtually all of these civic and public institutional buildings built in
Riverside during this post-war period embody the design philosophies and
vocabularies of modern architectural styles, including the former Marcy Branch
Library that is distinguished by its innovate circular plan.

FINDINGS: Criterion 3: Embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period or method
of construction, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or
craftsmanship.

FACTS: The proposed designation complies with this finding because the former Marcy
Branch Library exemplifies the Mid-century Modern architectural style. Mid-
century Modernism is often characterized by a clear expression of structure and
materials, large expanses of glass, and open interior plan. Character-defining
features of the style include simple geometric forms; post-and-beam construction;
flat or low-pitched gabled roofs; flush mounted steel-frame windows or large
single-paned, wood-framed windows; exterior staircases, decks, patios, and
balconies; and brick or stone often used as primary or accent material. The former
Marcy Branch Library exhibits significant character-defining features of the style,
including simple geometric forms, horizontal massing, direct expression of the
structural system, flat roof with wide-overhanging eaves, and floor-to-ceiling
windows. At the time of its construction, it was the only library in the United
States with a circular plan. The circular plan and method of construction allowed
for a lack of interior walls, addressing the need for floor space, storage capacity,
and flexibility.

FINDINGS: Criterion 4: Represents the work of a notable builder, designer, or architect, or
important creative individual.

FACTS: The proposed designation complies with this finding because the former Marcy
Branch Library was designed by renowned local architect Herman Ruhnau, FAIA.
Ruhnau was identified as a local master architect in the approved 2009
Modernism Context Statement survey. In addition to the former Marcy Branch
Library, Ruhnau designed a dozen other Modernist buildings in Riverside. He
became a fellow of the American Institute of Architects (AlA) in 1974. In 1979, a
newspaper called Ruhnau the dominant figure in Riverside architecture after
World War 1I. Before his death in 2006, Ruhnau received the lifetime
achievement award from the Inland Chapter of the AlA.
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IV. BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

The City of Riverside is requesting to designate the former Marcy Branch Library (Library) at
3711 Central Avenue as a City Landmark. The designation would encompass the building and its
related parking lot parcel. The City has entered into an exclusive negotiating agreement with
Concours LP to purchase the two parcels. The site will be adaptively re-used as a dental office
that is compatible with the existing site and architecture. Any proposed alterations to the site will
be subject to the requirements of Title 20 for Certificates of Appropriateness. The designation
and the granting of a facade easement over the exterior of the building are required as part of the
ownership transfer transaction, and Concours LP concurs with these actions. Moreover, the
pending owners have submitted a Mills Act application which will be considered after historic
designation is effective. The designation and Mills Act contract will further ensure the future
preservation of this Mid-Century Modern historic resource.

This staff report was created entirely from the survey evaluation forms prepared as part of the
2009 Modernism Context Statement approved by the City Council in 2010, and the current on-
going Intensive Modernism Survey being prepared under the City’s Certified Local Government
grant by the City’s consultant, Historical Resources Group.

The growth in population in the immediate post-World War Il period created a profound need for
expanded city services. The Marcy Branch Library (Library) at 3711 Central Avenue was
constructed in 1957, funded in part by a bequest from Riverside resident Charles F. Marcy. The
Library was designed by noted local architect Herman Ruhnau (1912-2007). Ruhnau was born
September 1, 1912 in Pasadena. He spent his childhood in Santa Barbara, and then moved to
Riverside in 1929. He studied architecture at the University of Southern California. He was an
architect for the U.S. Navy during the World War Il and helped design the U.S. Naval Hospital
in Norco. In 1946, he opened a Riverside branch office for Heitschmidt and Matcham, a Los
Angeles-based architecture firm. In 1950, Ruhnau founded his own firm. Much of his work is in
Riverside, and includes homes, banks and other commercial buildings, and numerous
government facilities. In 1975, he completed two high-profile commissions in Riverside, the
Riverside City Hall and the Riverside County Administration Center. In 1979, a newspaper
called Ruhnau the dominant figure in Riverside architecture after World War Il. He also
designed farm labor housing and County fairground buildings in Indio. He became an AIA
Fellow in 1974. Before his death in 2006, Ruhnau received the lifetime achievement award from
the Inland Chapter of the AIA. Ruhnau’s firm is still operational today as Ruhnau Ruhnau
Clarke, and his son David is one of the principals. The firm has offices in Riverside and
Carlshad.

The Library is an excellent example of Mid-century Modern civic architecture in Riverside. Mid-
century Modern is a term used to describe the postwar iteration of the International Style in both
residential and commercial design. The International Style was characterized by geometric
forms, smooth wall surfaces, and an absence of exterior decoration. Mid-century Modern
represents the adaptation of these elements to the local climate and topography, as well as to the
postwar need for efficiently-built, moderately-priced homes. In Southern California, this often
meant the use of wood post-and-beam construction. Mid-century Modernism is often
characterized by a clear expression of structure and materials, large expanses of glass, and open
interior plan. Character-defining features of the style include simple geometric forms; post-and-
beam construction; flat or low-pitched gabled roofs; flush mounted steel-frame windows or large
single-paned, wood-framed windows; exterior staircases, decks, patios, and balconies; and brick
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VI.

or stone often used as primary or accent material. There are several other prominent examples of
Mid-Century Modern architecture in Riverside including office buildings, schools,
university/college campus buildings, churches and private residences.

The Library exhibits significant character-defining features of the Mid-century Modern style,
including simple geometric forms, horizontal massing, direct expression of the structural system,
flat roof with wide-overhanging eaves, and floor-to-ceiling windows. At the time of its
construction, it was the only library in the United States with a circular plan. The circular plan
and method of construction allowed for a lack of interior walls, addressing the need for floor
space, storage capacity, and flexibility.

The Library continued in its original use until March 2011. The functional operation of the
Library moved to the first floor of the former Auto Club of Southern California office located at
6927 Magnolia Avenue in May 2011, leaving the former Library vacant.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

The former Marcy Branch Library (Library) is a one-story, 4,275 square foot steel-framed
building originally constructed in 1957. It is currently vacant. The Mid-Century Modern Library
is distinguished by its circular plan and its flat roof. The Library is set back from the sidewalk
and flanked on the east and west by small surface parking lots; the lot to the east is the one
associated with the Library. There is a small rectangular volume projecting from the south facade
which houses restroom facilities; at the front of this volume is a brick wall that originally
included the library signage, which has been removed and stored by the City Library
Department. The building is constructed of stack bond Roman brick on a concrete slab. The roof
is framed with laminated wood beams arranged in a radiating pattern that project beyond the
edge of the roof. The beams are exposed both in the interior and exterior ceiling/soffit and above
the roof, and are supported by unobtrusive steel columns. The roof has a substantial overhang on
the south and east facades. On the south facade, the roof overhang creates a sheltered entryway
over the primary, recessed entrance. The primary entrance has a single, fully-glazed metal door,
sidelights, and transom. A secondary entrance on the east fagade has double wood doors with
their original hardware. Fenestration, which is concentrated on the east facade, consists of fixed,
floor-to-ceiling metal sash windows with alternating blue and white colored panels in the bottom
section. The north facade has a small rectangular volume that houses mechanical equipment. On
the west facade, a wood fence shelters an exterior patio. Modern materials such as the composite
aluminum/plastic of the sky dome over the central desk, plate glass windows only in the entrance
area to maximize wall space, and the lack of interior bearing walls with two folding doors to
allow flexibility in space usage are only a few Mid-Century Modern elements found in the
Library.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The former Marcy Branch Library retains its integrity and continues to convey its historic
significance. According to the survey evaluations, it is eligible for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places, the California Register, and as a local Landmark. Therefore, a status code that
represents the Library’s eligibility for designation has been assigned: 3S — individual property
that appears eligible for the National Register. The Library is an excellent example of Mid-
century Modern civic architecture in Riverside, especially noted for innovative circular plan. It is
eligible as the work of significant local architect Herman Ruhnau. Based on the evaluations, the
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former Marcy Branch Library appears to be eligible for local listing as a City Landmark under
criteria: 1, Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the city’s cultural, social, economic,
political, aesthetic, engineering, architectural, or natural history; 3, Embodies distinctive
characteristics of a style, type, period or method of construction, or is a valuable example of the
use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; and 4, Represents the work of a notable builder,
designer or architect or important creative individual in Section 20.50.010(U) of Title 20 of the
Municipal Code as described in the facts for findings above. A detailed statement of significance
and additional information are provided in the attached Designation Application (Exhibit 3).

VIl. PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENTS:

Public notices were published in one newspaper of general circulation within the City, and
mailed to property owners and occupants within 300 feet of the site, at least ten (10) days prior to
the hearing. No comments have been received to date.

VI, EXHIBITS:

Location Map

Aerial Photograph
Designation Application
Historic Photograph
Current Photograph(s)

arwE

G:\CHB\09-18-13\P13-0478 rtd.docx
Teri Delcamp, Historic Preservation Senior Planner
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Landmark & Structure of Merit
Cultural Resources Nomination Application

Z City Landmark Structure of Merit

Please check the appropriate designation

IDENTIFICATION

1.

Common name; FU Yyvnev Na ‘/CL{, Bviincia Ll b\/ﬁt Vi L(:J{
Historic Name: M&VC{_,{, g\/d.l/\.% Ll ‘OV& vy

2.
3. Streetaddress: 5 (| | Cev\W Ave noe J
City Rivevside State (A Zip 92500
4. Assessor Parcel number:_225 " 1J4 - 0l(,  ~ (Y
5. LegalOwner_ CbY of Riversicde 3900 pon 5t
City Riveys C(kad State CA Zip 125 2>
6.  Present Use: \/(JL comt
7. Original Use; P bl e Lib\favﬂo{
Date form prepared: Au(mﬂ' 12,2913
Preparer: (t’iyl )@(cawx!l Hist.Wes. sv. dlginmer

Sponsoring Organization (if any): (/Lt‘-f of K UeN I‘OLL Covtm . Dewn. ch ot

3QOD Main street, 394 £(v.

Address:
City, State and Zip: ll« VENS Ao A 935
Phone: qg(’ 83’6 ‘9~“7

P13-0478, Exhibit 3
Designation Application



DESCRIPTION

8. Legal property description: 5 e att aUtmo( Covvective (st
ek

i
Include approximate property size (in feet): Street Frontage I (Zé Depth | (9 ‘
9. Architectural Style: M- cemt Y AModeviae

0 —
10. Construction Date:  Estimated ( l 5& Factual (95 7
Source of Information: __ Assessor's Records _K Building Permit ___ Sanborn Map
___Publications ___ Oral Interviews

11.  Architect's Name: H Y ain iQuf/w-tH» Builder's Name: H Oef ev Const. &

12. Condition: ___ Excellent )i_ Good ___Fair ___Deteriorated
__No longer in existence (for site of)

13.  Alterations: N 5('3{ n A camd 2X i(’CV’t\OV alfevptions

14.  Use type:

___Residential ___ Industrial __ Commercial >_(_ Civic
___ Other

15.  Is the structure on its original site?

&_ Yes __No ___Unknown
If moved, approximate year

16.  Related features and/or outbuildings: Ngne

. ~
17.  Architectural Description S ee A ffached DPR fovmns
SIGNIFICANCE

18.  Statement of Significance e o Hochagl DR f5vins

P13-0478, Exhibit 3



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
19. Referencesused See o tTo-chadt DPI fovnes
20. Photographs See o tfpchad

21. Letter from property owner (if other than applicant) N f A

P13-0478, Exhibit 3



DOC # 2011-0230260
05/25/2011 11:58A Fee:NC

WHEN RECORDED RETURN TO: Page 1 of S
Recorded in Official Records
County of Riverside
City Clerk Larry W. Ward
City of Riverside Assessor, County Clerk & Recorder
3900 Mo Sre AR DA RO
Riverside, CA 92522
Project: Marcy Library S | R | U |PAGE|SIZE| DA | MISC|LONG| RFD | COPY
3711 Central Avenue P
illyﬁ;fld;,z gﬁ;ﬁ%‘ig M| A | L | 465 426 |PcOR|ncOR| sMF fcHal EXAM
225-124-016 Y  Ir crv | um
Exempt from Rccordihg Fees pursuant to @
Government Code Section 27383

(Spuce above for Recorder's Use On

CORRECTIVE GRANT DEED D~ 16660

FOR VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE RIVERSIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY,

does hereby GRANT to
The CITY OF RIVERSIDE, a California charter city and municipal corporation,

That certain real property in the City of Riverside, County of Riverside, State of California,
described in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

This Corrective Grant Deed is recorded for the sole purpose of correcting certain provisions
(noted below) of that certain grant deed dated May 29, 1951, and recorded June 19, 1951, in
Riverside County Official Records in Book 1280 at p. 387 et seq., of Official Records, Riverside
County, California, as Instrument No. 25941,

NOTE: This Corrective Grant Deed is being recorded to correct the erroneous name of the
grantee contained in the Original Grant Deed.

[END - SIGNATURES AND NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
ON FOLLOWING PAGES]

3
&
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Dated: _May 17, 2011 THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
RIVERSIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY

By: @amﬁéwm_\_

Deanna Lorson, Assistant City Manager for
Bradley J. Hudson, City Manager

ATTEST: ;

9 . .
B { [
By: ! A e
i ) Vo |
N - t

o .
[ESFTRN JERREN

OCycom\Wpdoes\DO18\P0 1 3\00065989,DOC
CA: 11-1080

APPROVED AS TO FORM
CITY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

BINIL
/7 Dﬁwm

28:1-6238268
85/252811 111534
Zof 5
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sTATEOF _(Callfrnia

COUNTY OF Emeism

On , before me, Shercy R, MMbedon .

Notary Public, personally appearcd 3. Nicol ,
who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person) whose namef3) is/gmy
subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/i&) executed the same in
his/her/B€D authorized capacity(i€3), and that by histher/@€1) signaturefs) on the instrument the
person®), or the entity upon behalf of which the persorf(3) acted, exccuted the instrument.

I certify under PENALTY of PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing paragraph is true and correct.

WITNESS my hand and official seal. RN ey R MORTON

Notaty Public - California
Riversida County
Comm,

(Seal)

£011-0236268
85/25/2611 11 58A
I Illm |I||||| “ I|||"I| “I“ II I“ll“' “l “lll I“l 'Il' 3of S
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CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE
(Government Code Section 27281)

THIS 1S TO CERTIFY that the interest in real property conveyed by the within instrument
to the City of Riverside, California, a municipal corporation, is hereby accepted by the
undersigned officer on behalf of the City Council of said City pursuant to authority
conferred by Resolution No. 21027 of said City Council adopted September 6, 2005, and
the grantee consents to recordation thereof by its duly authorized officer.

Dated .S — | 7—// CITY OF RIVERSIDE

By /[)&wd@%/(%w/
V4

APPFRO F
/
By:

Depuiy Gity Attomey

£011-9238260
§5/25/2011 11158R
q0of 5

M A

Certificate of Acceptance
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EXHIBIT A
DESCRIPTION

That portion of the West half of the Southeast quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section
34 in Township 2 South, Range 5 West, San Bernardino Base and Meridian, by metes and
bounds: Commencing at a point on the East line of said West half, distant 5 feet North of
the original North line of Central Avenue; Thence North on the said East line, 150 feet;
Thence West parallel with the North line of Central Avenue, 56.65 feet; Thence South
150 feet to a point distant 56.34 feet West of the point of beginning; Thence East
parallel with the North line of Central Avenue, 56.34 feet to the point of beginning.

EXCEPTING therefrom the Southerly 18 feet thereof as conveyed to the City of Riverside
by deed recorded June 29, 1949 in Book 1088 page 234, Official Records, Riverside
County, California, for the construction and maintenance of a city street.

ALSO that portion of the West half of the Southeast quarter of the Northwest quarter, of
Section 34 in Township 2 South, Range 5 West, San Bernardino Base and Meridian, by
metes and bounds, beginning at a point 5 feet North of the original North line of Central
Avenue and 56.34 feet West of the East line of the West half of the Southeast quarter of
the Northwest quarter of said Section 34; Thence North 150 feet to a point 56.65 feet
West of the said East line of the West half of the Southeast quarter of the Northwest
quarter of said Section; Thence West and parallel with the North line of Central
Avenue, 52 feet; Thence South 150 feet to a point 52 feet West of the point of
beginning; Thence East parallel with the North line of Central Avenue, 52 feet to the
point of beginning.

EXCEPTING therefrom the Southerly 18 feet thereof as conveyed to the City of Riverside

by deed recorded June 29, 1949 in Book 1088 page 234, Official Records, Riverside
County, California, for the construction and maintenance of a city street.

SUBJECT TO: 1. Taxes for the fiscal year 1951-1952

2. Conditions, restrictions, reservations, easements, rights and
rights of way of record.

3. Sewer Assessments of record,

DESCRIPTION APPROVAL.

B eI~ S/2q 2o\
DATE

£OR: MARIC S, BROWN
CITY SURVEYOR

65/25/2011 1158A
S5of 5
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State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRl #

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
NRHP Status Code 3S/5S3

Other Listings

Review Code Reviewer Date
Page 1 of 3 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) Marcy Branch Library
P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location: __ Not for Publication _v Unrestricted
*a. County Riverside and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad Date T_R__;_ Fof__ HofSec ; B.M.
c. Address _ 3711 Central Avenue City Riverside Zip 92506
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone s mE/ mN

e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

This Mid-Century Modern library is distinguished by its circular shape. It is a relatively small (4,275 sq ft)
steel-framed structure, one story in height, and covered by a flat roof. Twelve laminated wood beams cantilever
over the stacked red brick walls from the center support of the roof. The beams are exposed both in the ceiling and
above the roof and are supported by unobtrusive steel columns. The roof overhang extends over approximately
one quarter of the building, including the entrance. Inset in the soffit of the overhang are round, recessed can
lights. The south elevation contains the entrance and faces Central Avenue. The entrance area is constructed of
glass walls, providing visibility into the interior. The building is setback from the street behind the sidewalk and

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP15-Educational Building
*P4.Resources Present:  Building __ Structure __ Object __ Site __ District __ Element of District __ Other (Isolates, etc.)
P5b. Description of Photo: (view, date,

— T | accession #) South elevation
—_— ] i 4 _January 22, 2009
- ¥ . *P6. Date Constructed/Age and

Source: v/ Historic __ Prehistoric
- Cjd = B d” ko : : __Both
e — b s i 1958 Building Permit

*P7. Owner and Address:

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation,
: T - A and address) Susan Wood, UCR &
- — e | T b o Teresa Grimes: CAJA
—% / : i STeRa . bth Street, Suite 1134
B et e S / - Los Angeles, CA 90014

~ *P9. Date Recorded:
. May 18, 2009

-_—
TS P10, | Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter 'none.”) Modernism Context Statement for the City of
Riverside, Certified Local Government Grant

*Attachments: _ NONE __Location Map v Continuation Sheet v Building, Structure, and Object Record
__Archaeological Record __ District Record __Linear Feature Record __Milling Station Record __Rock Art Record
__Artifact Record __Photograph Record ___ Other (List):

P13-0478, Exhibit 3
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information




P13-0478, Exhibit 3

State of California © The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

*NRHP Status Code 3S/6S3
Page_2 of _3 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Marcy Branch | ihrary
B1. Historic Name: Marcy Branch Library -
B2. Common Name: Marcy Branch Library
B3. Original Use: Library B4. Present Use: Library
*B5. Architectural Style: Mid-Century Modern
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)

1958 constructed, 1965 original terrazzo floor covered with carpet, 2002 bathroom remodel!

*B7. Moved? v No _Yes _Unknown Date: Original Location:
“B8. Related Features:

B8a. Architect: Herman Ruhnau b. Builder: Hoefer Construction Co.
*B10. Significance: Theme Architecture Area Riverside
Period of Significance 1958 Property Type Library Applicable Criteria C/3

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

Marcy Branch Library is eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion C. It is significant at the local level
in the context of modern architecture in Riverside as an outstanding example of Mid-Century Modernism. Marcy
Branch Library was reportedly the only round library in the United States at the time of its construction. The concept
of a circular building was not chosen just for novelty, but was the architect's way of addressing the floor space, book
capacity, and flexibility of use required by the administration of the public library. Modern materials such as the
composite aluminum/plastic of the sky dome over the central desk, plate glass windows only in the entrance area to
maximize wall space, and the lack of interior bearing walls with two folding doors to allow flexibility in space usage
are only a few Mid-Century Modern elements found in the library. The building was designed by prominent local
architect Herman Ruhnau and appears to be one of the best examples of his work.

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*B12. References:

See continuation sheet.

B13.  Remarks: (Sketch Map with north arrow required.)

EWE Ur

*B14. Evaluator: Susan Wood and Teresa Grimes

*Date of Evaluatlon: 5/18/09 / EL

Central Ave

(This space reserved for official comments.)

R .

@/ — 77/

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information




State of California The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial
Page 3 of 3 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Marcy Branch Library
*Recorded by: Susan Wood and Teresa Grimes *Date 5/18/09
¥ _ Continuation Update

Description continued:

simple low-profile landscaped area with two palm trees. Jutting out from the building, in the same red brick, is a short
curved brick wall that connects to a rectangular volume containing restrooms. On the west elevation, facing the street,
is the a sign spelling "Marcy Branch Library" in individual metal letters. The east elevation is split visually into two
sections. The front (or south) section lies under the roof overhang and is composed of eight flush mounted glass wall
sectioned windows framed in black metal. There is an alley to the north and a surface parking lot to the west.
Significance continued:

Ruhnau was born September 1, 1912 in Santa Barbara. His family moved to Pasadena and then to Riverside in
1929. Ruhnau studied architecture at USC. In 1946, he opened a Riverside branch office for Heitschmidt and
Matcham, a Los Angeles-based architecture firm. In 1950, Ruhnau founded his own firm. Much of his work was in
Riverside. He designed homes, banks, and government facilities. Although he is best known for designing some of
the largest public buildings in Riverside, his finest buildings were designed early in his career and are relatively small.
They include the Marcy Branch Library and the Cutter Pool House. The Marcy Branch Library retains a high level of
integrity with only minor alterations.
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Page 1 of 4 *Resource Name or #: Marcy Branch Library
P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location: [ Notfor Publication ® Unrestricted *a. County: Riverside
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*h. USGS 7.5' Quad: Riverside West Date: May 17, 2012
c. Address: 3711 Central Avenue City: Riverside Zip: 92501

e. Other Locational Data: APN 225-124-016-1

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
This property is located on the north side of Central Avenue and contains a one-story building originally constructed in 1957 as
the Marcy Branch Library. It is currently vacant. It is set back from the sidewalk and flanked on the east and west by small surface
parking lots. It is Mid-century Modern in style, with a circular plan and a flat roof. There is a small rectangular volume projecting
from the south fagade which houses restroom facilities; at the front of this volume is a brick wall that originally included the
library signage, which has been removed. The building is constructed of stack bond Roman brick on a concrete slab. The roof is
framed with laminated wood beams arranged in a radiating pattern. The roof has a substantial overhang on the south and east
fagades. On the south fagade, the roof overhang creates a sheltered entryway over the primary, recessed entrance. The primary
entrance has a single, fully-glazed metal door, sidelights, and transom. A secondary entrance on the east fagade has double wood
doors with their original hardware. Fenestration, which is concentrated on the east facade, consists of fixed, floor-to-ceiling metal
sash windows with alternating blue and white colored panels in the bottom section. The north fagade has a small rectangular
volume that houses mechanical equipment. On the west fagade, a wood fence shelters exterior reading space.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP15 — Educational Building
*P4. Resources Present: 8Building  CIStructure OObject OSite ODistrict COElement of District CIOther (Isolates, etc.)

P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and
objects.)

P5b. Description of Photo: (View,
date, accession #) View looking
Northwest (March 2013)

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources: BHistoric

CIPrehistoric OBoth

1957, building permit

*P7. Owner and Address:

*P8. Recorded by:
Historic Resources Group
12 S Fair Oaks Ave, Ste 200
Pasadena, CA 91105

*P9. Date Recorded:
March 20, 2013

*P10. Survey Type:
Intensive

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.")

Christopher A. Joseph & Associates, City of Riverside Modernism Context Statement, November 2009.
Historic Resources Group, Citywide Modernism Intensive Survey, October 2013,

*Attachments: ONONE [lLocation Map [ISketch Map HContinuation Sheet MBuilding, Structure, and Object Record
DArchaeological Record DODistrict Record [Olinear Feature Record OMiiling Station Record [CIRock Art Record
OArtifact Record [IPhotograph Record O Other (List):
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Page 2 of 4 *NRHP Status Code 38, 553

*Resource Name or # Marcy Branch Library

B1. Historic Name: Marcy Branch Library

B2. Common Name: Marcy Branch Library

B3. Original Use: Public/library B4. Present Use: Vacant/not in use
*B5. Architectural Style: Mid-century Modern
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)

Completed in 1957. There are no significant exterior alterations.

*B7. Moved? EMINo (OYes OUnknown Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features:

B9a. Architect: Herman Ruhnau; landscape contractor Roy C. Barnett b. Builder: Hoefer Construction Company

*B10. Significance: Theme: Modern Architecture & Architects of Modernism
Area: Riverside
Period of Significance: 1957 Property Type: Public/library
Applicable Criteria: C/3/c,d

The Marcy Branch Library at 3711 Central Avenue is an excellent example of Mid-century Modem civic architecture in
Riverside. It was designed by noted local architect Herman Ruhnau (1912-2007) and completed in 1957. The growth in population
in the immediate post-World War IT period created a profound need for expanded city services. The Marcy Branch Library was
funded in part by a bequest by Riverside resident Charles F. Marcy. Mid-century Modern is a term used to describe the evolution
of the International Style after World War 1. Mid-century Modern architecture is more organic and less doctrinaire than the
International Style, and it is characterized by more solid wall surfaces. The Marcy Branch Library exhibits significant character-
defining features of the style, including simple geometric forms, horizontal massing, direct expression of the structural system, flat
roof with wide-overhanging eaves, and floor-to-ceiling windows. At the time of its construction, it was the only library in the
United States with a circular plan. The circular plan and method of construction allowed for a lack of interior walls, addressing the
need for floor space, storage capacity, and flexibility.

See Continuation Sheet.

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: None

*B12. References:

See Continuation sheet.

B13. Remarks:

*B14. Evaluator: Christine Lazzaretto

*Date of Evaluation: March 20, 2013

(This space reserved for official comments.)

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information



State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial

Page 3 of 4 *Resource Name or # Marcy Branch Library

*Recorded by: Historic Resources Group *Date: March 20, 20138 Continuation O Update

Significance Statement Continued.

Herman Ruhnau was born September 1, 1912 in Pasadena. He spent his childhood in Santa Barbara, and then moved to Riverside
in 1929. He studied architecture at the University of Southern California. He was an architect for the U.S. Navy during the World
War Il and helped design the U.S. Naval Hospital in Norco. In 1946, he opened a Riverside branch office for Heitschmidt and
Matcham, a Los Angeles-based architecture firm. In 1950, Ruhnau founded his own firm. Much of his work is in Riverside, and
includes homes, banks and other commercial buildings, and numerous government facilities. In 1975, he completed two high-
profile commissions in Riverside, the Riverside City Hall and the Riverside County Administration Center. In 1979, a newspaper
called Ruhnau the dominant figure in Riverside architecture after World War 1. He also designed farm labor housing and County
fairground buildings in Indio. He became an AIA Fellow in 1974. Before his death in 2006, Ruhnau received the lifetime
achievement award from the Inland Chapter of the AIA. Ruhnau’s firm is still operational today as Ruhnau Ruhnau Clarke, and his
son David is one of the principals. The firm has offices in Riverside and Carlsbad.

The Marcy Branch Library retains all seven aspects of integrity and continues to convey its historic significance. It appears eligible
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places at the local level of significance, the California Register, and as a local
landmark. It is eligible under the Modern Architecture theme as an excellent example of Mid-century Modern civic architecture in
Riverside, and for its innovative circular plan. It is eligible under the Architects of Modernism theme as the work of significant
local architect Herman Ruhnau.
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" Detail of Entry, looking North (March 2013)

View of West Fagade, looking East (March 2013)
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View of West Facade looking East
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Detail of Entry looking North
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